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Mr. Pegge’s Remarks on the Bones of Fowls found in 
Chriftchurch-Twynham, HarapQure. In a Letter 
to the Secretary. 


Read at the Society of Antiopabibs, Dec. 5, 1776. 
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DEAR SIR, 

I F Angularity be any motive for furprize and admiration, the 
late difeovery at Chrift-Church, in Hampfhire, may juftly 
excite the wonder of the curious and inquifitive. At that an- 
cient monaftery, now the feat of my moft refpeded friend 
Guftavus Brander, efq. the prior, who was a very confiderable 
ecclefiaftic [<a], though not mitred, had his proper refedory, 
with a chapel adjoining. At the entrance of this chapel, juft 
within the walls, a flat ftonc, two feet nine inches long, and 
two feet wide, was obferved to be cemented with lead to the 
reft of the pavement, which raifing, by fuch an extraordinary 

[«J The revenues were valued, a6 H, VHI. at £. 31 1. 3 1, ad. j, or, ai Speed 
has it, at £. 544. 6 s. 
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2 Mr. Pegge, on /be Bones of Fowls 

circumftancc, the curiofity of the worthy proprietor, he thought 
proper to have the Hone taken up, in order to examine, whether 
fomething of confequence might not lie concealed underneath ; 
when, to his great aflonifhment, he found only a vaft quantity 
of the bones of fowls, to the amount nearly of half a bulhcl, 
as of hens and cocks (as the fpurs fhewed), and of herons and 
bitterns, as plainly could be difeerned by the uncommon length 
of the tibiae [£]. 

This isthefaCl; a faCt of fo extraordinary a nature, that 
there is certainly fome difficulty in accounting for it. And yet 
the appearance is fo uncommon [cj, fo new, I fuppofe I may 
fay, to all our Englifh antiquaries, that one may be tempted to 
endeavour to elucidate it, though it were only by conjecture ; 
and indeed nothing more than conjc&ure can be offered or ex- 
petted in the cafe. 

Now there is no imaginable reafon for preferving the bones 
of fowls by interment, and in a religious place, from their 
ufe as viands ; and therefore one is compelled to feck out for 
fome more probable caufe. And there feems to be no abfurdity 
in fuppofing, that in more ancient times there had flood a Pagan 
temple on the fite of our chapel. 

For firft, we read in Jeffrey of Monmouth, «* that the holy 
« doClors [Faganus and Duvanus] after they had almofl extin- 
“ tinguifhed Paganifm over the whole ifland [of Britain], de- 
“ dicated the temples that had been founded in honour of many 
“ Gods, to the one only God and his Saints, and filled them 
“with congregations of Chriftians [</].” That is, they con- 

[S] See Mr. Brander’s own account of them, p. 117. Art. IX. of this volume. 

[e] I have been (hewn by my friend Mr. Gough, fome fuch boner, which he 
himfclf took out of a vault, juft then opened, in or near St. Mary’s Abbey, 
York, but not in fo large a quantity, about fix or eight yean ago. 

[J] Jeffr. Monm. iv. c. 19. v. c. i. 
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found in Chrirtchurch-Twynham, IJnmpfhirc. 3 
verted the old temples of the idolatrous Britons into Chriftian 
churches ; and whatever may become of Jeffrey’s authority in 
certain other refpe&s, his flamens and archflamens, for inflance, 
one may rationally give credit to his teftiraony in regard to the 
practice of the firlt Clirift ians concerning the religious ftruSures 
of the Pagans ; cfpccially as the proceeding was exadlly con- 
formable to the di regions which Gregory the Great afterwards 
gave in relation to the fame matter. He bids Mellitus tell 
Auguftine, “ Quid diu mecum de caufa Anglorum cogitans 
“ tra&avi, videlicet quia [i. e. quod] Jana idolorutn dejlrui in 
“ eadem genie minime debeant ; fed ipfa quae in eis funt idola 
“ deftruantur ; aqua benedi&a fiat, in eifdem fauis afpergatur, 
“ altaria conflruantur, reliquiae ponantur: quia Ji fana eadem 
“ bene confrutla funt nectjfe eji ut a culm daemonum in ob/equio veri 
“ Dei debeant commutari and then he adds the reafon for this 
meafure, and a fenfible one it is, efpecially when taken in 
conjunction with that of preferving fo many ufeful and fub- 
ftantial edifices, “ Ut dum geos ipl'a eadem fana fua non videt 
“ deftrui, de corde errorem deponat, et Dcum verum cognofcens 
“ ac adorans, ad loca quae conjuevit familiarius concurrat fe].” 
Thus Ol. Wormius, fpeaking of a Angular old Church, fays, 
Sufpicor Fanum fuiffe idolatricum in Chrijiianos ufus tandem conver- 
fum\f). Thus an heathen temple at Canterbury was turned into 
a church, and dedicated to St. Pancrace, as Thorne reports [g]. 
Mr. Somner, indeed, difputes this faCt, becaufe Bede has 
omitted it ; but little, methinks, can be concluded from the 
filcnce of a general writer, who lived fo remote, concerning 

[»] Beds, I. c. 30. 

[/] Mon. Din. p. 490. 

[{] Gal. Thorne, inter X Script, col. 1760. 
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a (ingle tranfa&ion of fo particular a nature. Boniface IV, 
however, who acceded but four years after St. Gregory, 
actually converted the Pantheon at Rome into the church of the 
blejfed Virgin and all the Martyrs [A]. And, to take no notice of 
the temple of Apollo at St. Peter's, Wedmiuder, which Mr. 
Widmore treats as a groundlefs fi&ion [»], the cathedral of 
St. Paul, London, was fird founded and eredled, as many think, 
in the very place where there had Rood a temple of Diana [A], 
For though the very learned Bi(hop Stillingfleet has endeavoured 
to combat this notion [/], yet in Bifhop Gibfon’s opinion it 
ought not to be totally or haftily rejected [«]. 

Admitting then the cuftom of converting Heathen temples 
into Chriftian churches, it is very natural to fuppofe in the next 
place, that the miflionaries of that age would, in all common 
policy, give the lead offence poflible to their Pagan neighbours ; 
on the contrary, that they would incline to (hew all- refpefi 
to their places of worfhip confident with the fundamentals and 
the purity of their own religion j that they would do every 
thing in their power to invite them to embrace the new way of 
wordiip, and nothing that might alienate their minds, or ex- 
afperate them againd it. So that though the idols themfelvos 
were commanded to be dedroyed [*], yet in other matters it 
was thought prudent for the preachers to condefcend to the 
weakncfs of the people, and to accommodate themfelves and 

[&] Platini, p. 103. 

[»'] Enq. into Found, of Weftminfter Abbey, p. a. 

[i] Canid, col. 377. feq. Newcourt, Repert. L. p. a. 

[/] Stillingfleet, Difc. on Antiq. of London, p. 54a. feq. 

[m] Gibfon in Camd. col. 378. 

[n] Bcda, 1 . cap. 30. iii. c. 8. 
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found in Chridchurch-Twynham, Hampftire. 5 
their ceremonials to their prejudices. You (hall hear St. 
Gregory again, upon this head, and a paflage it is exceed- 
ingly remarkable, “ Et quia boves folent in facrificio daemonum 
“ multos occidcre, debet eis etiam hac de re aliqua folcmnitas 
“ immutari j ut die dedicationis, vel natalitii fandtorum 
“ martyrum quorum illic reliquiae ponuntur, tabcrnacula fibi 
“ circa eafdem ecclefias quae ex fanis commutatae funt de ramis 
“ arborum faciant, et religiofis conviviis folemnitatem celebrcnt; 
“ nec diabolo jam animalia immolent, et ad laudem Dei in efu fuo 
“ animalia occidant, et donatori omnium de fatietate fua gratias 
“ referant : ut dum eis aliqua exterius gaudia refervantur, ad 
“ interiors gaudia confentirc facilius valeant. Nam duris men- 
“ tibus Jitnul omnia abfcidere impojftbile ejfe non dubium eft , quia 
“ et is qui fummum locum afcendere nititur, gr a dibus vel pajpbus non 
“ autem faltibus elevatur. Sic, &c. [9].” Hence then I con- 
clude, that the Chridian miflionarics, when they fouud the 
bones either of beads or birds, which on any account had once 
been deemed facred, would not wantonly fcattcr them abroad, 
efpecially when they met with them collected together in a 
certain place, but would permit them to remain there unmo- 
ledcd, in order to avoid giving a needlefs, and perhaps an hurtful 
dilgud. 

I observe, 3dly, that there was a religious foundation at 
Chrid-Church, in the reign of king Edward theConfeflor, con- 
fiding of a dean and 24 fecular canons [p], How long it had 
been in being before, is not known ; but in all probability, as 
it was fo large an edablifhment, it had been many years in 
growing to that eminence, and was confequently of very 

(•] Beda, I. c. 30. 

[ f ] Tanner, Notit. p. 158. 
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ancient crcftion. Chrift-Church lay fo near to WincheRer, 
the Vcnta Belgarum, and the capital of the great and opulent 
kingdom ot Wcflex, that one needs not wonder it fhould be 
founded early in the Saxon times. I fay the Saxon times, 
bccaufe we do not find it ever had a Roman appellation, and 
its old names Twiuham or Twinamburnefy], fo plainly 
befpeaks its Saxon original. Ought we not therefore to con- 
dude, from the feveral matters here Rated, that this private 
chapel of the prior was erefted on the fite of fome ancient 
Heathen temple? The aboriginal Britons, it is true, had no 
temples, but then they had groves where they performed their 
facrifices ; and as they were not unacquainted with our do- 
meRic poultry, though they did not ufe them in the way of 
food [r], no one can pretend to fay, they might not apply them 
to certain purpofes of religion, efpecially as the Druids com- 
mitted nothing to writing, and fo little is confcquently known 
concerning the minutiae of their ritual. But be this as it may, 
the Romans occupied this part of the ifland very early, Vefpafian 
having conquered it in the reign of Claudius [/), fo that 
the Belgae foon became romanifed by adopting all the religious 
pra&ices of their conquerors. And befidcs that the cock was 
facred to Apollo, Mercury, Acfculapius, and more particularly 
to Mars [/], we all know what regard the Romans had for 
their Aufpicia, and that one fort of auguries was taken from 
the motions and adlions of chickens kept in a coop. Thefe 
birds were efteemed highly facrcd amougft them, and "this cer- 


[f] Cjtnd. col. 134. Lambarde, Top. Di&. p. 373. 

[rj Caefar de B. G. V. cap. 12. 

[»] Camd. col. 131. 

[/] Archaeclogia Soc. Antiq. III. p. 139. 
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found in Chriftchutch-Tivynham, Hampihirc. 7 
tainly may fufficiently account for the prefervarion of their 
bones, when they happened to die, by the Romanizing Britons 
before their converfion to Chriftianity. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

WhitringTwi, May SAMUEL P E G G E. 

a 5» *7/®* 



\ 


v 

• lf ,Oigftiz^d by Gt 



Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Coogle 



Digitized by Coogle 



Digitized by 


Google 


Digitized by Coogle 



Digitized by Coogle 



Digitized by Cookie 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Coogle 


1 



Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


' I 


Digitized by Coogle 


Digitized by Google 


1 

1 







Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


